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"The earth is what we all have in common.” —Wendell Berry
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T h e c o l d H u m b o l d t 
Current of the Pacific 
Ocean flows toward the 
equator along the coasts 
of Ecuador and Peru in 
South America. When 
the current approaches 
t h e e q u a t o r , t h e 
westward-flowing trade 
winds cause nutrient-
rich cold water along 
the coast to rise from 
deeper depth to more 
s h a l l o w o n e s . T h i s 
upwelling of water has 
e c o n o m i c 
repercussions. Fishing, 
e s p e c i a l l y f o r 
anchovies, is a major 
local industry.
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Californians dodged 
yet another nanny-
s t a t e r e g u l a t i o n 
recently when the 
s t a t e s e n a t e 
narrowly voted down 
a bill to ban plastic 
bags statewide, but 
the reprieve might 
only be temporary. 
Not content to tell us 
how much our toilets 
can flush or what 
type of light bulb to 
use to brighten our 
h o m e s , s o m e 
p o l i t i c i a n s a n d 
environmentalists 
are now focused on 
deciding for us what 
kind of container we 
canuse to carry our 
groceries.


